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the MS. handled b7 Jaggard's compositors was not a
prompt-book but a transcript therefrom, purged of
profanity and to some extent of obscenity, and prepared
for reading and not acting, in all likelihood 'by Crane
or by some other professional scribe of similar working
habits* (op. tit. p. 513). Whoever the scribe, he was
clearly anxious to make the text as presentable to
readers as he could, a solicitude conspicuous first in the
* thoroughgoing revision of the vulgar and colloquial
language' of the dialogue, which revision even extended
apparently to the removal of * anti-pa trio tic criticism*
at one place and of un-Christian pessimism at another
(v. notes 1.2.210-16; 3.1.53-6), and second in
the very careful, and on the whole excellent, punctua-
tion. This last is of considerable service to an editor;
for, though not of course Shakespeare's, it deserves
respect as that of a contemporary who was- probably
closely associated with his company. Indeed, as far as
the prose scenes are concerned it is indispensable, since,
in Shaaber's words (p. 514), 'there can hardly be
another quarto more defectively punctuated* in those
scenes. That is to say the pointing of F. is practically
our sole guide for a large proportion of the play.

Such being the general textual situation, the present
text will, in accordance with the principles laid down
in The Manuscript of Shakespeare** ^Hamlef> pp. 178-9,
follow Q. rather than F., when variant readings appear
to be of equal or almost equal aesthetic quality, unless
other readings of the same ckss suggest that what Q.
prints is due to some idiosyncrasy of the compositor or
press-corrector. Compositors, for instance, are apt both
to omit and to insert letters or small insignificant words;
but inasmuch as omission is commoner than addition,
the longer ^variant will be preferred when the merits
are otherwise fairly evenly balanced (cf.notes 2.4. 38;
3.2.197-8). On the other hand, we need not hesitate
to follow F. in some fifty-five instances where it presents